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Even fo we, , when. We dere Children, 
were in Bandage under the Elements 
of the World : But when the Fulneſs 
F the Time was come, God fent forth 
his Son, made of a Woman, made 
under the Law, to redeem them that 
were under the Law, that We might 


receive the Adoption of Sons. 


was made in the Jewiſh Economy 

upon the Incarnation of the Son of 

God, is what St. Paul is ſetting forth in this 
Paſſage of Scripture. The whole Duration of 
the Law he repreſents as a State of Nonage 
as well as Servitude : The Heir, as long as he 
was a Child, differed nothing from 'a Servant, 
though he was Lord of All. The Meaning 
of which I take. to be this, viz. That the 
whole Body of the Iſraeltites to whom per- 
tained the Adoption, the Glory, the Cove- 
nants, the giving of the Law, the Service of 
A 2 God, 


1 a IHE 1 Alteration, Mo 


(4) 
God, and the Promiſes, were nevertheleſs but 
as under Governors and Tutors, till the Time 


appointed by the Father. ; 


But when the Fulneſs of this deſtined Time 
was come, the Father then ſent forth his Son 
to redeem them, who were under the Law, 
thoſe who were in Bondage to the Elements 
of the World, in Order Hat they might re- 
ceive the Adoption of Sons ; that they might 
be delivered this Bondage and 2 
into the glorious . of the Children 
of God. | 


There cannot be a more adde <> 
tation of the great Change, which was made 
in the State - Religion at that Juncture of 
Time, than what the Apoſtle here gives us 
under the Image of an Heir, who is indeed 
kept in perfect Ignorance of the Meaning of 
that Diſcipline, which he undergoes during his 
Minority. But when he comes of Age, he is 
not only ſet free from that ſervile State, but 
ſees likewiſe the Propriety of that Diſcipline, 
as well as the Wiſdom of every Part of his 
Education. 


Such really was that Enlargement from the 
Diſcipline of 7 the Law, conveyed to the Jews 
by the Promulgation of the Goſpel : And the 
Views were ſuch, which it gave concerning 
the ds of their ritual Worſhip, which 
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was never underſtood during that dark and 


ſevere Inſtitution——That we may therefore 


form diſtin& Conceptions of ſo important a 
Period in the State of Religion, which ap- 


peared worthy the Incarnation of the Soh' of 


God, it may not be 1 rr pop to conſider | 


Firft, The — of the Jewiſh Church, 


as to the Intent of their Inſtitution, all _— | 


"Time in which they were under it. 


e The great Willom of Oad in dif. 
penſing his — after fuch a Manner, 
in concealing thoſe Myſteries from Ages and 
Generations, which in the Fulneſs of Time 
he intends to manifeſt to his Saints. 


In the firſt Place then we are to conſider 
the Ignorance of the Jewiſh Church, as to the 
Intent of their Inſtitution all the Time they 
were under it. Which the Apoſtle, in the 


Text, calls their being in Bondage under the 


Elements of the World: And in the preceding 
Chapter, Therr being kept under the Law; their 


being ſhut up unto the Faith, which ſpould after- 
wards be revealed. 


It may be ſafficient for the Manifeſtation 


of this Point to obſerve, that the Jewiſh 
Church (till our bleſſed Lord's Appearance) 
had not the leaſt Conception that their Tem- 


ple Service, their Ritual Worſhip, and their 


whole 
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(RJ) 
whole Economy irideed had any Thing real 
or ſubſtantial, that it was merely typical of 
the Meſſiah, and formed almoſt in every Ar- 
ticle with a direct View to . future State ef 
the * 

1 ſhall not en to 1 how for 
even the Prophets themſelves underſtood the 
Purport of their own Prophecies; which now, 
upon their Completion, Fe fo clearly diſcern 
to have foretold the moſt minute Circumſtan- 
ces of our Saviour's Perſon and Kingdom 
upon Earth: Or whether the Views of thoſe, 
who ſaw his Days, were more diſtinct than 


We have now of our future State, of our 


reigning hereafter with him in Glory. 


With Regard to the Significancy of their 
Rites and Ordinances, and indeed of the whole 
Body of their Worſhip, 'tis evident theſe were 
but Types and Shadows of good Things to 
come: And we may fafely affirm, that This 
does not appear to have been at all diſcerned 
till the actual and entire Revelation of the 
Goſpel : I mean, that till the Scene was fully 
opened, till they had had Time to conſider 
and to compare the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 


Schemes together, the Apoſtles themſelves 
ſeemed not to have apprehended any ſuch 


myſterious Wiſdom couched under the Law, 
or to have had the very Notion of a Type 
among them. 

But 


1 | 
But let me not be miſtaken; a Type I 
mean in it's proper Senſe: For to this purpoſe 
it is not ſufficient that a Thing future ſhould 
accidentally reſemble a Thing, which is paſt ; 
but that antecedently, an and by ſome poſitive In- 
ſtitution, the Thing preceding ſhould be or- 
dained to reſemble a Thing to come. And 
in this Senſe,” I do aver, the Jews did not 


apprehend their Rites to have * of a OG 
pical Nature. 


They did not conceive — e their 
Paſchal Lamb to have had any Relation to 
their Meſſiah; nor did they imagine that the 
Scripture, which ſaid, à Bone of bim ſhall not 
be broken, was in any Senſe at all, much leſs 


in fo ITE a Manner, to have been 
fulfilled. 


They Fe 3s their Inſtitution to 58 had 
all the Reality and Subſtance, which an In- 
ſtitution could have: And it was with very 
great Difficulty that the firſt Converts from 

udaiſm were brought to diſcover that the 
Law was only a Shadow of the Goſpel. This, 
I fay, does not ſeem to have been diſcerned 
by the Apoſtles themſelves, till ſome Time 
after our Saviour's Aſcenſion ; till after our 
great High Prieſt was entered into that Holy 
of Holies, and by this his laſt Act had com- 


pleatly rendered one Inſtitution the Counter- 
ng of the other. | 


\ 
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To this End (it is obſervable) that the 
Epiſtle; to the Hebrews, and that to the Ga- 
latiant, wherein this Matter is firſt handled 
at large, and indeed firſt mentioned at all, 
were neither of them written till many Years 
after the Promulgation of the Goſpel. And 
in the ſeveral Diſcourſes, recorded in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles, there is not the leaſt Men- 
tion of any Types or Figures of the Law. 


And as they did not, before our Saviour's 
Aſcenſion, comprehend how it was expedient 
for them that he ſhould go away, ſo neither 
did they 
the aal, Body of the Jewiſh Church, in the 
Ages before it, ſeem to conceive any fuch 
Thing as a Type to have been compriſed 
under their legal Inſtitutions. And what 
makes this Particular very remarkable is, that 
that Age was notwithſtanding peculiarly given 
to the forming of Allegories on the Holy 
Serxiptures, wp to the ſame figurative Senſe, 
beyond: the literal Meaning in almoſt every 
Article of the Law. 


'Fhe Works of Phils, who lived "us our Sa- 
viour's Time, are written entirely after — 
Manner: And yet (be it remarked) he has 
not fallen into one true Notion, or interpreted 
a2 ſingle Rite of their Religion, as relative to 

= — of the Meſſiah. There are two 
ſignal and eminent Facts which, I allow, were 
| no 


long after This: And much leſs did 


(eg) 
no Part of their Ceremonial Worſhip) and yet 
were apparently intended to typify the very 
Cireumſtances of the Sacrifice of Chriſt; Theſe 
were the Oblation of Iſaac, and the lifting up 
of the Brazen Je: | 


Dane" (fays Phils ) Senifies- oy, t to 5 
that our Sacrifices ought to be offered up 
chearfully; ; and the Serpent of Braſs ſignifies 
Reſolution, unto which, if we have a ſteady 
Regard, we ſhall be able to recover from the 
fatal Stings of Pleaſure, —that real Serpent 
which deceived our firſt Parent in the Garden 
of Delight. And with ſuch jejune Alluſions, 
he all along evacuates the ſignificant Rites os | 
the bene Jewiſh Inſtitution. | 


Ie may not be i improper to PS Notice, that 
the Jews generally took theſe Prophecies in a a 
litteral Senſe, which were indeed to be under- 
ſtood in a Metaphorical One: Temporal 
Bleſſings truly ſignified the Kingdom of the 
Meſſiah, and yet the Commentators of that 
Nation, on the Rites of their religious Wor- 
ſhip, interpreted them as ſignificant of ſome 
or other of the Moral Virtues. So that in- 
ſtead of typifying real Facts, which were to 
have their Completion under the Kingdom of 
e Meſſiah, they imagined them only to con- 
ta ſome Myſtical Alluſions to the inward 
Perfe ions or Beauties of the Mind. 
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And this, I think, was all the Myſtical 
Meaning which they were permitted to under- 
ſtand in theſe Matters; and Moſes in the whole 
Law gave them but one Precedent even for 


This. We don't find that he intimated a 


Moral Significancy to be couched under any 


one Rite, (excepting the Single one of Cir- 


cumciſion) when he bade them cifeumciſe the 
Foreſkin of their Hearts, and be no more 
Stiff- necked. | 


As to thoſe Spiritual Qualifications, which 


ve find required for the Acceptance of their 


Ritual Worſhip, ſuch as is intimated by 
« Thinkeſt Thou that I will eat Bulls Fleſſi, 


or drink the Blood of Goats, — Offer unto 


6 God Thankſgiving :” Even theſe inward 
Qualifications, tho they were Spiritual, yet 
were they nothing of the Typical Kind. 


And although it was fully underſtoed, that 
an Expiatory Sacrifice could not be acceptable 


to the Deity, unleſs accompanied with theſe 


Moral Qualifications in the Offerer, yet it was 

in no wiſe required, that He, who offered it, 

ſhould underſtand or believe the Myſtical 

Meaning of his Sacrifice, I mean that it was 

. typical of the great Sacrifice of the 
eſſiah 


Theſe Internal Qualifications than (let me 


obſerve) were Thoſe of the Vill, but not of 
the 


n 
the Luder rhanding : They were not of Paiths 
but of edjence and a pure Heart. 1 
to Which, is that in the Pro Hoſea, 
« Idefired the Knowledge of God, more than 
« burut Offerings.” The Knowledge of God, 
7 2 1 5 of Iſrael! Not the hel ee 
of t eſſiah's ified b eſe R hts 
of Wark. bring: typ Y gt 


Even in that 9k Paſſage, which we 
now ſee ſo evidently to relate to this very. 
N (ni: ) © Sacrifice thou ou not, 
ut 4 Body haſt Thoy prepared me, it is not 
ſaid, and much leſs was it then anderflood, that 
all Sacrifices were but Types of the Sacrifice 
of that One Body. And (tho' it be oftentimes 
intimated by the Prophets) that the Law ſhould 
be dane away, yet it was no where /azd, (I 
mean before it was done awa y) that it was but 
a Shadow of the Goſpel (96-1 1 


This was Knowledge reſerved entirely for 
the Times of the Goſpel, and abſolutely hidden 
from thoſe very Perſons, who nevertheleſs 
handed. down Rs Rites from Generation to 
Generation. They were the Conſervators of 
theſe ſacred Evidences in the Behalf of our holy 
Religion, even agaiaſt themſelves; and they 
Ener nothing of the real Import of them, — 
much ſoever they valued themſelves, for being 
N= att by them from the reſt of Man- 
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In fhort : They were a People ſet apart for 
this Purpoſe ; and, by the Opinion, which 


they had of the Intrinfick Worth of theſe Or- 
dinances, they were induced to preſerve and 

deliver them down genuine and entire to the 
after Ages of the Chriſtian Church, at the 
Time appointed by the Father. — And this 


brings me to the Conſideration of the 


Second Thing propoſed (viz.) the great Wiſdom 


of God in diſpenſing his Revelations after 
ſuch a Manner, in concealing thoſe Myſte- 
ries from Ages and Generations, which he 

deſigns in the F ulneſs of Time, to. manifeſt 
unto the Saints. 


That we may Asch be what Uſe theſe 


* Obſervations may be to Us at this Diftance of 
Time, upon an Inſtitution, which has ceaſed 


ſo many Years, I mean before we come to the 
Wiſdom of God's Procedure, in Relation to 
the Jewiſh Law, We may take Notice, that 


the Almighty ſeems to continue the fame 
Method with Us, even under the Chriſtian 
Diſpenſation. What the Obſcurity of the 
Law was with Regard to the Light of the 
_ Goſpel, ſuch in all Probability i is the Light of 
the Goſpel State, (as great as it is) with Re- 


ſpect to That, which We Ourſelves ſhall enjoy 


* hereafter : That as the Law of Works was 


typical of the Kingdom of Grace, fo poſſibly is 
the Kingdom of Grace typical of the Kingdom. 


Es: Glery: That as the Jews knew not the Pur- 


port 


(3 9» 
port of their legal Sacrifices, but were obliged 


to obſerve them implicitely at the Command 
of God, who, in his Wiſdom, had formed 


their Worſhip with ſuch a particular View to 


Chriſt's Kingdom on Earth; fo are we obliged 
implicitely to obey him in all Points of the 
' Chriſtian Inſtitution, in thoſe eſpecially which 

e cannot comprehend during his Kingdom 
; np not doubting but, in the other World, 
they will appear as wiſely diſpoſed with reſpect 
-to that State, as the Jewiſh Types were in 
Regard to We Times of the Gelpel: 


And we ſhall be the better enabled to con- 


clude the Whole, with forming ſome Obſer- 


vations of this Nature on the unſearchable 


Wiſdom of God, in his various Diſpenſations 
towards Mankind in general, when we have 
" endeavoured to conſider what Reaſons He 


might have for dealing thus with the JO . 
Nation. 


Had that ſtubborn People then, in the firſt 
Place known their Ritual Worſhip to have been 
vrholly typical of another Inſtitution of a more 
real Nature, and more intrinſick Value than 
their own; had they known that their Wor- 
ſhip (ſo exceedingly burdenſome as it was in 
itſelf, and ſo very ſevere as it was in it's Penal- 
ties) was nevertheleſs principally ordained for 
the Sake of the Heathen World: Had they 
known that they themſelves were kept thus in 
Bondage under theſe beggarly Elements, to 

the 


E 
the End that others (whom they deſpiſed and 
hated) might, in the 5 ulneſs of Time, receive 
the Adoption of Sons; I ſay, had they in the 
leaſt conceived This to have been the Purport 


of their Worſhip, it had been impoſſible to 


have kept up the Face, the Form, or the very 
Notion of ſuch a Religion among ſuch a Gn 


But ſuppoſing the Jews on the other Hand, 
might have been induced to obſerve theſe Rites, 
notwithſtanding they had known them to have 
been typical only of another Worſhip, tis 
highly probable that, upon this Foundation, 
they would have raifed to thernſelves as many 
Glofles and falſe Notions concerning the 
Mcfliah, as we know they did from the Pro- 
phecies depoſited i in their Hands, 


There could poſſibly be nothing more ex- 


preſs than thoſe concerning the Perſon and 
Kingdom of Chriſt; and yet they perverted 


them to ſo contrary a Meaning, that, further 


than a general Expectation as to the Time of 
his Appearance, they were not found to enter- 


tain any one proper Notion of him. And (had 
it been put in their Power) in all Probability 


ſuch had been the Conſequence of their know - 
ing the Purport of the Types alſo. 


Had they been entruſted with the general 


View of iis Myſtery, and known that their 
ſeveral Rites were Shadows of ſome great 


Thing of a more real Nature, We may cafily 
| imagine 


{ 
imagine (or rather I would fay it is not to be 
imagined) what falſe and fanciful Schemes 
they would have erected upon it. 


The Prophecies were ſufficient for a general 


Expectation of the Meſſiah : And ſuch an Ex- 
pectation God Almighty thought fit : o pre- 

ſerve and keep up in the Minds of Men. But 
as to the Jews themſelves from whom, by the 
Means of theſe Prophecies, this Opinion was 
derived to the reſt of the World (could theſe 
Records have appeared authentick any other 
Way) it had been really better for them, if 


they had known no more of theſe Prophecies, 


than they did of the Types till they were ful- 
filled. And indeed theſe were Prophecies like- 
wiſe of a tacit Kind, tho not knownt o be ſuch 
whilſt they were Rites of Worſhip. They 
were not the leſs Prophetick for being not 
known to be Types ; but had it been known 
that they were "Types only, tis probable * 
would not have been duly obſerved. 


Thus therefore did the great Wiſdom of 
God diſpoſe the Economy of the Jewiſh 
Worſhip to be a prophetick Evidence of the 
Chriſtian Diſpenſation. But till that Diſpenſa- 


tion was fully revealed, He concealed the Pur- | 


port of theſe Records that the Jews might not 
be capable of peryerting them with falſe Glofles, 
and might be induced to preſerve them with 
leſs prejudice, and with greater Care. And 
this may be another Reaſon for concealing the 
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Knowledge of theſe types from thoſe who tranſ- 


acted in them, and handed them down for 0 
many Generations. " 


The Heathen World, who were impartial 
Judges between the Jews and Us, could not 
pretend there was, any Colluſion in this Matter; 
and as to the Jews themſelves, - theſe evidences 
muſt put them to Confuſion and Silence, when 
the Hardneſs of their Hearts ps TEEN their 
Conviction. 


I chien there is bebing in the Teſtimony 
of theſe Records like that, which the Evidence 
of our own Conſciences will be againſt us all 
at the Day of Judgment. Thoſe Teſtimonies 
will then appear to have been all along in our 
own keeping; we carry them every where about 
us, though we ſeem now to know nothing of 
them; but we muſt then produce them our- 
ſeves againſt our own inclination and to our 
great confuſion. But further. 


Whatever this obſtinate People may pretend 
concerning the Language of their Prophecies, 


tis certain theſe Types ſpeak a language not to 


be conteſted. They are written in Characters 
of an indiſputable Kind; they conſiſt of Facts, 
which will admit no Criticifas or Cavil, and 
having been delivered down by the daily Service 
of ſo many Ages, without the leaſt Intimation 
of their true Intent and Purport, are at laſt, in 


the Fulneſs of Time, produced as the moſt in- 


conteſtible 


(hi 


eonteſtible Eyidences for the Chriſtian Religion. 


And it muſt be owned that they come with 
the greater Weight, as their true Intent, till that 
Point of Time, wes unſuſpected and unforeſeen. 


When a great complex Delign is all at onee 
diſcovered, and darted forth at one entire View 

it has a ſurprifuig Effect on the human Mind. 
In this Light the Jewr/b Prophecies concerning 
the Meſſiah broke out upon the Gentle World. 
They never heard of theſe Predictions (at leaſt 
the Body of them never did) before they faw 
the Event exactly correſponding with the Terms 
of the Prophecy. | | 


The Types, upon the Promulgation of the 
Goſpel, appeared juſt in the fame Manner. In 
thoſe Ceremonial Rites, wherein neither Jew 
- comceived any Thing to be implied, there ap- 
peared to be nothing but what had a View to 
Futurity: And a punctual and exact Con- 
trivance was ſeen to extend itſelf through all, 
oven the moſt minute Circumſtances of that 
Worſhip. . 


It muſt be very affecting to Jew as well. as 
Gentile, and give them the moſt exalted No- 
tions of the Goſpel of Chriſt, to behold at one 
View the Aperture of a Scene fo utterly unex- 
pected; to ſee the whole Body of a Religion, 
fo peculiar in itſelf, and fo diſtinguiſhed from 

all other Religions: A Religion] given at firſt 


miraculouſſy from * received by a Fog 
et 


- 
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ſet apart for this very Purpoſe ; retained by them 


with the utmoſt Exactneſs for near two Thou- 
ſand Vears, and at laſt produced by them as 
Evidence againſt themſelves: To ſee that this 
wonderous Scheme, upon the whole, ſhould a 

. to be nothing but a mere Shadow of - 4k 
great Truths, and only an Adumbration of the 
Realit s of the Goſpel. - And this I think, in 
the laſt Place, ſeems to be the grand and prin- 


cCipal Reaſon for concealing this W till 


the coming of the Meſſiah. 


God Almighty in his infinite Wiſdom inten- 
ding to form our holy Religion upon the Hu- 
miliation of his eternally begotten Son, it was 
neceſſary in order to give the World auguſt 
Notions of his 'Majeſtick Grandeur to let them 
ſee the mighty Preparations, which he thought 
fit to appoint through all Ages, for uſhering in 
his Entrance on this humble State. No ſooner 
Had our Saviour accordingly finiſhed his Suffer- 
ings, but it might be diſcerned that this meek 
and humble Jeſus was indeed a Lamb ſlain from 
the Foundation of the World: That all the Sa- 
crifices, which either Jew or Gentile had offered 
to the true, or even to falſe Gods, were enjoined 
the One, and permitted the Other, purely to 
form i in the Minds of all an Idea of that real 
Expiation, which was one Day to be made for 
the Sins of the whole World by a moſt perine 
and all- ſufficient Atonement. 


The Gentile Sacrifices indeed led men i 
into à Capacity of 2 ſome general 
Notions 


Notions of this Matter. But the Jews/þ Rites 
contained the moſt particular and punctual In- 
timations of the whole Myſtery, and appeared 
to do ſo when it came to be revealed. Nei- 
ther Jew nor Gentile had the leaſt Conception 


of what they had all been tranſacting in for ſo 


many Ages, till it was explained in the Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt. And then it appeared that this 
Sacrifice alone. was the real Foundation of all 
the religious Rites, which had ever hs. then 
inthe World. | 


* hat the Life of a Beaſt could be an "LEY 
ation for the Sins of a Man, is a Notion which 
could not be the natural Reſult of human Rea- 
ſon; and yet we know it prevailed among all 
Nations on the Face of the Earth. It was (as 
I obſerved before) the Origin and F oundation 
of all their religious Worſhip. _ 


But ſince that Period of Time, in which, 
that Perſon appeared, whom we affirm to have 
been the Meſſiah, it is very remarkable that 
the Sacrifices of Beaſts have generally ceaſed 
throughout the World. The Jews themſelves 
have not made an Offering by Blood fince the. 
Deſtruction of the Temple: Wherever the 


Mahometan Religion prevails, Sacrifices ſeem 
to be utterly aboliſhed, and, from the beſt Ac- 


count of the preſent State of the Heathen 
World, they appear to be in no Proportion 
ſuch a Part of their religious Worſhip, as they 
were under the Afyrian, — Grecian or 
Roman Empires. And 


_— 


„ ) 

And as the ceaſing of Sacrifices in ſo gene- 
ral a Manner is a very remarkable Proof that 
Jeſus was the true Meſſiah, ſo was the univer- 
ſal Reception of ſo unaccountable a Rite, a 


moſt magnificent Introduction to his Appear- 


ance. All Ages and all Nations without Ex- 
ception placed the Sum of their religious Wor- 
ſhip in Sacriſices till that Point of Time: And 
from that Moment they gradually abandoned 
them. Some Perſons, 4 may be obſerved, did 


it upon a right Information; ſome without it, 


but all undoubtedly by the over-ruling Provi- 
dence of God; the great Atonement itſelf being 
now made for the Sins of the whole Work. | 


| This without Same was a Dems and 
a Preparation, and no more than neceſſary for 


Introducing the Appearance of the Son of God. 


His amazing Humiliation required at the ſame 
Time the diſcloſure of a Scene ſo magnificent 
and unexpected; and the everlaſting Goſpel, 
which he then declared unto the World, was of 
ſach ſaper-eminent Excellency and Worth, that 


it well deferved to have been typified and reve- 


renced in the Manner it was, by the implicit 
Homage of all preceding Generations. 


And (in order to draw nde a Concluſion) 
it may not be improper to make a few uſeful 
Obſervations from the Typical Nature of the 
8 Religion, and from what has 
been ſaid con rning the abſolute Concealment 
y of its Rites (during the 

Time 
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Time they were in Force) from thoſe, who 
daily performed them for near two Thouſand 
Years together. And may we not reaſonably 


ſuppoſe that This, in fome Degree, may be our 


Caſe alſo, even at this Time, under the Curt 


tian A ren 


The Jews were We of abſlute Mi- 


nority; They were kept under the Law and 
ſhut up unto the Faith, till the Time ap- 


pointed by the Father: But it does not follow, 
when the Fulneſs of this Time was come; 
when this Heir was ſet free from the Bondage 
of the Law, from that School-Maſter; which 
was to bring him to Chriſt, that he might not 
be ſubjected to other Redtramms to an en 
* a ſuperior Nature. 8 


When a Perſon gets om the Diſcipline 


neceſſary to his Education, he then enters into 


a State, ſuited indeed to his more advanced 
- Underſtanding, but yet it is a State of Sub- 


jection ſtill. — He has Superiors to obey of 


different Degrees as well as Laws of various 


Kinds. Nay; He may be put above the 
Level of his Fellow Subjects; He may be ad- 
vanced to Places of Truſt, of Power and Ju- 
riſdiction, and yet know nothing of the Se- 
cret, whereby he himſelf, and the whole 


Machine of Government is conducted. And 


of this Order the Goſpel mann ſeems 


ee 


The 
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- The Chriſtian Church is arrived at the State 

of Manhood,” 'and we are no longer under 
School Diſcipline. But perhaps there are, in 
this adult Economy of the Church of God, 
many wonderous Parts which we Ourſelves 

tranſact; of the Deſign of which, we have no 
more Conception, than the Jews had of their 


Types before the W of the Goſpel. 


| Mankind Grew the Beginning of Things, 
have been ever training up to regard Futurity. 
As We have now our World to come, ſo the 


Fews had Theirs; for Our preſent World was 


theirs to come ; but let this Difference ſtill be 
obſerved, that the Jews had no Notice of the 
Relation which heir Law had to the Goſpel ; 
whereas We have now very ample Intimations, 
that our preſent Goſpel State has a direct Con- 
nexion with That to come. 


The Church, for Inns is the Body of 
Chriſt ; one Part of which is Militant here on 
the other triumphant with him in 
Glory.—And this Body however dis-joined in 
different States, and ſubſiſting both in this and 
the other World, is nevertheleſs by being 
vitally united to Chriſt, the Head of All, moſt 
intimately 1 into one Communion. 


Again :— Many Cots of the Chriſtian 
Life” ſuch as Mortification and Self-denial, 
Forgiving, loving and Bleſſing our Enemies. 
Theſe and many other Duties of the preſent 

on 
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Diſpenlation (as they ate not OR for the 


preſent State) may Juflly be ſuppoſed to regard 
the World to come. But Laftly, 


In the Sacrifice of the Paſchal bb, ths 
Jews were to commemorate only their paf 
| Deliverance, and no Intimation was given 
them, that this commemorative Sacrifice prin- 
cipally regarded that Sacrifice of the Lamb of 
God, which was to ake away the Sins of the 
World: But in the Inſtitution of the Chriſtian 
Paſſover, the Words, Jil I drink it new in 
e the Kingdom of God my Father with you,” 
(whatever they mean) have at leaſt a manifeſt 
Regard to ſomething future; poſſibly to ſome 
great Myſtery, which is to ſucceed. the Sacra- 
ment, in that, which our Saviour calls the 
Kingdom of his Father, as that Sacrament did 
the Paſſover in the in of the Meſſiah. 


But I ſhall not preſume ta reaſon upon 1 


ticulars in theſe Heights and Depths of the 


Myſteries of God. It may ſuttice to have ob- 
ſerved in general, that this Goſpel State, al- 
moſt in every Point, has a Regard to ſome- 
thing future, and ſeems all along to imply an 


immediate Connexion with that State which 
is to come. 


Since then, upon the Whole, the Yewiſh 
Rites were ſo fully adapted to the Kingdom of 
Grace, without the leaſt Intimation of this 
Myſtery, till it Was fulfilled, may not the 

p ſeyeral 

Þ 5. 


, +» wy en- 
* - * 


( 24 )) 

ſeveral Parts of the Chriſtian Inſtitution be like- 
wiſe juſtly ſuppoſed to regard ſome great Myſ- 
teries in the Kingdom of Glory ? M yſteries ! 
ſomewhat analogous to theſe Duties, — 
and Sacraments of the Goſpel ? Eſpecially fince 
God has vouchſafed to give us ſome Intimaiion 
of this in general, tho Eye hath not ſeen, nor 
Ear heard, neither hath i it entered into the 
Heart of Man to conceive the Things, which 
God hath prepared for Them, who love him. 


In a Word: We may however comfort one 
another with the Words of the Apoſtie (with 
which I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe) «© Bea 
e loved, now are we the Sons of God, and it 
« doth not appear what we ſhall be; but we 
c know that when he ſhall appear, we ſhall 
<« be like him; for we ſhall ſee him as he is.” 


